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his fellow historian J:imcs Malin but this docs not lesson the worth of what 
he has written. He leaves unresolved the problem of what needs to he done 
to altain the desired balance of man in modern seicntifie civilization and 
nature. Another historian and sindent of American literature, Dr. Clharlcs 
Sanford, commentinK on Thorcau's work in his recent book, 7'he Qvest /or 
Paradise, has said that it is not to advocate a back-to-nature movement 
which is impossible but rather that an "intc.nrating midpoinl" be sought with 
"wild nature as an instrument of sclf-discovcry . . . preserving the best in 
each mode of life-simplicity without l)ruti.shness, refinement without affecta- 
tion, learnini; without depr.ivity."-- Robkkt P, McIntosh, University of 
Notre Dame, Notre Dami-, Indiana. 

Lk Pii vtoim.ancton nv. i.a B.mk viv.% Cmai.kiir.s. By Jules Brunei. 1,'lnstitut 
Bolaiii(|ue de I'Universite de Montreal, Contril)ution No. 77. Univ. of Mon- 
treal Press, Montreal. 1062. '.!65 pa!»es, ineludins 66 plates. 
This is an account of the phytoplankton species collected durin.n the sum- 
mers of \9b'\ and lO.'J.'J at l.'i shallow and deep-water stations in the Bay of 
Chaleurs between Quebec and New Brunswick. Net collections contained 74 
spp. of diatoms, 14 Dinophyceae, 1 Xanthophyceae, and I Silicofla,i;ellat.ie. 
There arc keys to genera and some spp. Each sp. is considered with reference to 
detailed anatomy, local and ,i<encral geographical distribution, and taxonomic 
relationships to other spp. The literature list is impressive but the most u.seful 
feature of this volume are the 66 plates of phase contrast photomicrographs. — 
R. W. PiiNiN'AK, Univ. of Colorado. 

Tilt; Ants oi- North Dakota. By George C. .and Jcanctle Wheeler. Uni- 
versity of North Dakota Press, Grand Forks. 326 p. 81 maps and numerous 
figures and tables. 196,'1. $4.00, paper. 

Until quite recently the ant fauna of North Dakota was almost entirely 
unknown until the Wheelers, Weber, Kannowski and others made it common 
knowledge. The ant fauna of the state is especially interesting since North 
Dakota, is not only one of our most northern states but it is al.so the meeting 
.ground for eastern and western species. The state is |)articularly rich in 
fornii<ine .ints, .')4 of the Hit sperii-s belonging to that subf.imily and the gcMiiis 
h'lirniicii cout.aiuiug \\\ of ilie ,')-i. 

This handbook, which is based on 5,000 collections, deals only with those 
ants th.it actually occur in the state. It is printed on such a high quality of 
paper that all reading matter is very legible and most of the illustrations arc 
reasonably clear. The taxonomic treatment lollowcd is that of Creighton. 
According to the Wheelers "This handbook is intended for anyone interested 
in ants of the northern plains, but is especially designed for amateurs. We 
hope it may be of use in high school biology courses. Myrmecologists and 
biogeographers will be concerned with the ecological and distributional data." 
We also learn that the authors had three main objects in mind when pre- 
paring it: What species occur in the .state, where they occur, and why they 
occur there and not elsewhere. 

'I'his is with(uit doubt the most complete handliook on the ants of a state 
that has ever been written in the United .States. It is difiicult to think of a 
thing pertaining to ants directly or indirectly that has been overlooked. It 
is impossible to list here briefly all the numerous and diverse topics that have 
been di.seussed: only th<- main ones can be mentioned: I. Ants in C^rnrr/il 
— their recognition as ants, polymorphism, seasonal and colony cycles, nests, 
food, senses, classification, n.unes and economic import.uice. 11, Melhuds 
nf Sludyinii Anls directions for collecting, studying and |jreser\ing 

including also the care of live ants in artificial nests. III. North Dakota 
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— its physiography, climate, soil and biota. IV. The North Dakoln 
Ant Fauna — history, material studied, rccord.s ol collections. list of species, 
nests, use of keys and keys to subfamilies, genera and species. V. Bio- 
geography of the Ants of North Dakota — paleontological consideration, rela- 
tion to Nearctic Fauna, geological and ecological distribution, endemic species, 
general summary. Appendices — brood and win.gcd sexual forms in ncsl, 
glossary, pronunciation and derivation of technical names of genera and species, 
litcrattire cited and finally an Index to the contents of the entire handbook. 
One will find the figures to the keys, the .glossary and the map of the distribu- 
tion of each species in the state most helpful in identifying ants. I regret, 
however, that the authors have employed colors so extensively in describing 
the various species of ants, since this is a variable character in most species 
and one cannot also eliminate the human error in deciding upon the "exact- 
ness" of a color. Regardless of this one main criticism, this handbook is highly 
recommended to everyone whether he be primarily or incidenlaliy interested in 
ants. — Marion R. Smith, Agr. Res. Serv., Ent. Res. Div., U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 

The Lying Stonk.s of Dr. .Joiiann Barthoi.omf.w Adam Bkringf.r Bfino 

His Lithographiaf: WiRCF.mjRGF.N.sis. By Mclvin E. .Jahn and Daniel J. 

Woolf. Univ. California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, Calif. 221 p., 24 

(unnumbered) plates. 1963. 

A classicist and a graduate student of palcontolo.gy have teamed up to .give 
us both the first English translation of one of the great rarities of scientific liter- 
ature and the documentation behind one of the most famous hoaxes in the 
history of science. 

The typical textbook version of the Johann Beringer story runs somewhat as 
follows: Beringer, physician, professor at the University of Wiirzburg, and 
amateur orycticist, became .so entranced by his study of figured stones tlial he 
easily fell victim to the machinations of his students who manufactured and 
planted in Berin.ger's favorite collecting spots all sorts of curious lapides figurati. 
In 1726 he published his Lithographiae Wircehurgensis containing many illus- 
trations of these spurious objects. Overplaying their hand, the students engraved 
the professor's name on some of their later manufactures. Fn a despenile at- 
tempt to save his reputation Rcrin.ger bought uj) all .ivailablc copies of his book 
(hence its rarity), in the process depleting his fortune an<l hastening his demise. 
As a crowiiin.g (ouch, it is usually recounted th.it the li<'ringer family had the 
book reprinted as a curio in order to recoup some of their lo.sscs. 

As the accompanying documents reveal, the classical Berin.ger story is itself 
spurious. These docuinents show that Berin.ger was not so successfully duped 
as the textbook versions would have us believe: that the true per}>etrators were 
not students but jealous fellow professors; and that Beringer, f.ir from being 
ruined, brought legal proceedings against his detractors which forced one of 
them to leave town in di.s.grace while Beringer lived out .i useful and not im- 
pecunious life. 

Aside from details regarding the hoax itself, geologists will find the volume 
of value as an exhibition of the state of paleontology during the early Ifilh cen- 
tury. While not a inonumcntal work, in the same sense as that of Agrlcol;i, the 
Lithographiae is not without si.gnificanee. As pointed out by the transl.ilors, 
Berin.ger's bot^k ajjjieared during an extremely dyn;unic period in the history of 
palcontolo.gy when previous theories as to the on.gin of fossils were being sharply 
questioned. "I''or many readers," write .jahn and Woolf m their introduction, 
"the ini|M)rt.in<M' of the Litiiogra piiiae W ircehurgensis will lie in its examination 
of paleontologlcal theory. Others may see it as a link with the intellectual at- 
mosphere' of an er.i in iUix an era which largely s.'iw the end of th<* virtuosi 
.and which would see the dawning ol the new science." 

The twenty-four plates in the book include reproductions of twenty-two 



